
Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 

Task: 

 Use excel to compare statistical data Example: tackle average

 Complete a statement explaining each of the 17 player’s reason for selection based on statistics

Compare and rank the top 4 statistically strongest athletes for each position in your rebuilt ‘State of Origin 

Team’. It is very important to ensure each player is eligible for their respective States, QLD or NSW.  

Task Information: 

Collect statistical data based on the 

‘Important Statistics’ column using a 

variety of websites.  

Utilising this data, create graphs that 

show comparison between two of the 

four statistically highest players for every 

position in your team.  

The statistics that you measure as important will change based on the position you are comparing. 

Background Information:  

When comparing statistics, a winger’s important statistics would include tries, line breaks, tackle breaks 

and possibly errors. Scoring tries is amongst a winger’s roles in a team so that is an important statistic.  

A half back’s important statistics would include try assists, line breaks, 

kick metres, offloads and possibly field goals. They’re role is to help 

the team score tries so they need high assisting data.  

It is vital to understand that every player selection depends on what 

statistic is placed as the most important for each specific position, 

there is always more than one important measureable statistic.  

Does a front rower’s total metres statistic rate higher than their 

tackles statistic? This is the choice a selector must make!  

This variation in statistical choice is why every 

team created is likely to be unique. 

For a complete list of all ‘Important position specific 

statistics’ see appendix 2.  



Task 2: 

 Player Comparison Examplar: 
Utilise the NRL’s own website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and the 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each position. Ensure at least one of the players in 

each position is from last year’s Origin squad. Check the eligibility table or online to ensure your chosen 

player is from NSW or QLD. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

The example below compares Dummy halves. 

Dummy Half 

(All NSW players) 

Player 1: Player 2: Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Tackles 

35.6 – 2nd 39.12 –1st 31.08- 4th 33.16 – 3rd 

Statistic 2: 

All Run Metres 

50.68m – 2nd 32.92m - 4th 52.48m - 1st 43.92m – 3rd 

Statistic 3: 

Total kicks 

207m   - 1st 131m – 3rd 47- 4th 178 – 2nd 

Selection Statement Examplar: 

In the Dummy Half position, Player 1 is statistically best player and would be likely to be the player 

selected in the representative team, as he played last year he would maintain his selection in 2018. Players

2 and 3 have strong areas but are let down in at least one statistic whilst Player 4 is consistently strong 

across each statistic without leading any.  

If a second player was needed from this group, it is a good idea to identify what they bring to the team 

compared to the first selection. 

 Player 2 is a very strong tackler with 88 more tackles than any other player and would be beneficial to the 

team for this reason, they are not a running player so that needs to be considered when looking at other 

positions. If Player one is off the field and player 2 replaced them, you could expect that player to come on 

and help the team by making many tackles but they are unlikely to have a strong running game. 

If Player 3 was selected, you would expect a strong running game similar to Player one. This would be that 

players purpose in the team as their tackling ability and kicking are below all other player choices in that 

position. Kicking responsibilities would have to go to another player already on the field which is not 

always ideal in a rugby league side. 

A selector may go for Player 4 as they are consistent across all areas, and the team would not greatly suffer 

in any one area of the game. However, this player would be unlikely to change the tempo of the game for 

their team which is often what reserves are valued for. 

These are the decisions selectors have to make when it comes to data and statistics. This is the reason 

every team has slightly different needs based on other player’s skills within the team already.

(NSW 2017 player)



Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 
Utilise the NRL’s website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and any 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each Rugby League position for your chosen State 

team. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

One blank row has been included just in case the first 3 statistics do not reveal an obvious choice in player. 

Utilise the last row to place in one more statistic to provide a larger statistical picture on the players. 

Half Back Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 3: 

5/8 Player 1: Player 2: Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 2: 



Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 
Utilise the NRL’s website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and any 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each Rugby League position for your chosen State 

team. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

Centres x 2 Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 3: 

Wingers x 2 Player 1: Player 2: Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 2: 



Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 
Utilise the NRL’s website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and any 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each Rugby League position for your chosen State 

team. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

Fullback Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 3: 

Front Row 

Forwards x 2 

Player 1: Player 2: Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 2: 



Utilise the NRL’s website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and any 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each Rugby League position for your chosen State 

team. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

Second Row 

Forwards x 2 

Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 3: 

Lock Forward Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 



Task 2: 

 Player Comparison 
Utilise the NRL’s website, Fox Sports and any other useful website to locate data collected and any 

‘important statistics’ to compare the top 4 players in each Rugby League position for your chosen State 

team. This table is looking at mean values for the last season. 

Dummy Half Player 1: Player 2:   Player 3: Player 4: 

Statistic 1: 

Statistic 2: 

Statistic 3: 

Selecting a team’s reserves: 

Reserves are players that sit on the sideline waiting to replace an exhausted or injured 

player on the field. Traditionally the players selected as reserves include 3 players from any 

of the forwards positions and one player that could fill multiple positions on the field. They 

are seen as versatile players. 


