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Winning in sports has always been the ultimate goal of elite teams. Decision making around player
selection and recruitment traditionally relied heavily on instincts, beliefs, experience, and gut feeling.
Times have changed, the rise of analytical investigation of player performance and the widespread use of
GPS and live body function tracking, coaches have more insight and ability to make informed decisions
than ever before. Modern elite sporting teams are always striving for an edge over their fellow teams, data
and statistics are becoming an essential tool for improving their performance and the all-important win
ratio.

Task: Compare last series players selected to play for their state side with the statistically strongest
player eligible for that state you have identified in each position. Create a bar graph comparing last
series player statistics with your new player selection in each position.

Example: On the following page a comparison has been made between last year’s QLD Lock Forward, ‘Josh
McGuire’ and potential Lock Forward selection, Jai Arrow.

Jai Arrow plays in the same position for his club team, the Gold Coast Titans, and his QLD eligibility make
him a great comparison for the Lock Forward position moving into this year.

The statistics important for the Lock forwards include:
o Hit Ups
J All Run Metres

o Tackles
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Representations- Exemplar

The data for each statistic from these players has been inputted into an Excel program.
Graph creation functions have then allowed the data to be displayed in suitable bar graphs.
This visual representation assists in displaying player’s strengths and weaknesses for
selection consideration.

Data Set:

Players Josh McGuire: Jai Arrow:
2019 Lock Forward Gold Coast Titans
Queensland State of Origin

Average Hit Ups 12.2 14.6

Average Run Metres 116m 142m

Average Tackles 33 30

Graphs:

Lock Forward Average Hit-ups
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Justification:

Lock Forward Average Run Metres
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Lock Forward Average Tackles
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From the data it is clear to see that Jai Arrow has better statistics in these areas and as such

warrant’s selection consideration for the position of Lock in the next QLD Maroons squad. On

average, he is making 2.4 more hit-ups than Josh McGuire. This is backed then also followed by an

average of 26 more run metres in each game as well. Both players have high average tackle counts

but Josh is slightly better at 33 tackles per game compared to Jai's 30. More data may provide a

bigger picture of these two players strengths and weaknesses. These statistics show that it is

important to consider Jai as a potential replacement for the Lock Forward position for the

Queensland State of Origin selectors in future QLD sides.



